SUMMARY A 13 year old girl with trisomy 18 is described. She showed profound mental and growth retardation, severe kyphoscoliosis, and unusual ocular features including discontinuous eyebrows, distichiasis, and blue sclerae. Multiple abnormalities were noted at birth and the diagnosis of trisomy E (17 to 18) was established at 5 weeks, an extra E group chromosome being present in all 10 metaphase spreads analysed from a lymphocyte culture. She was discharged from hospital to the care of her devoted parents at 10 weeks weighing 2-5 kg and, apart from a few brief hospital admissions, she has remained with her parents ever since. Health problems have included persistent constipation, frequent upper and lower respiratory tract infections, three fractures of the right humerus and one of the left all associated with minor and inappropriate trauma, and one proven urinary tract
SUMMARY A 13 year old girl with trisomy 18 is described. She showed profound mental and growth retardation, severe kyphoscoliosis, and unusual ocular features including discontinuous eyebrows, distichiasis, and blue sclerae. 6 Factors which are likely to have contributed to longevity in this child include the absence of a serious cardiac abnormality, the excellent care given by her devoted parents, and the five week time interval in establishing the diagnosis, thereby precluding the effect of a self-fulfilling prophecy.7 Whatever the explanation, this child illustrates the point that a baby with trisomy 18 may rarely survive well into childhood, an observation of relevance for those involved in counselling the parents of an affected newborn infant.
Trisomy 18 in a 13 year old girl. 
